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4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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ALLOWANCE 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 

additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 

between Daniel G. Chapik and Frances P. Oropeza on 12/6/04. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

In the specification on page 4, line 31 , after "methods." the following has been added — In one 
embodiment, the threshold criteria increases as an inverse function of the length of a 
defined pecentile interval over a sequence of a predetermned number of intervals 
. separating preceding depolarizations. In one embodiment, the threshold criteria increase 
as an inverse fiantion of the length of the 75th percentile interval over a sequence of a 
predetermined number of intervals separating preceding depolarizations.--. 

In claim 1 , line 24 , "increases" has been deleted and -decreases- has been inserted. 

In claim 1 , line 24 , "an" has been deleted and -a— has been inserted. 

In claim 1, line 25 , "inverse" has been deleted. 



Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1, 4, 5 and 7-1 1 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons 
for allowance: The subject matter of the independent claims could either not be found or was not 
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suggested in the prior art. As discussed by the AppUcant on page 1 1 of the response filed 
9/13/03, the instant invention claims a threshold number that varies from bin to bin, the threshold 
number being adjusted based on a defined relationship. Gunderson (US 5330508) does not teach 
a threshold number that varies fi"om bin to bin, the threshold number being adjusted based on a 
defined relationship. 

As to claim 1 the subject matter not found was a "means for defining a discrimination 
criterion based on determining whether designated ones of the plurality of interval range bins 
have at least a predetermined threshold number of measured depolarization intervals within 
them, wherein the threshold number is set as value which deceases as a fianction of the length of 
the intervals between depolarizations", in combination with the other elements of the claims. 

As to claim 4 the subject matter not found was a "means for defining a discrimination 
criterion based on determining whether designated ones of the plurality of interval range bins 
have at least a predetermined threshold number of measured depolarization intervals within 
them, wherein the threshold number is set as value which increases as an inverse function of a 
defined percentile of the length of the intervals over a sequence of a predetermined number of 
intervals between depolarizations", in combination with the other elements of the claims. 

As to claim 5 the subject matter not found was a "means for defining a discrimination 
criterion based on determining whether designated ones of the plurality of interval range bins 
have at least a predetermined threshold number of measured depolarization intervals within 
them, wherein the threshold number is set as value which increases as an inverse fianction of the 
75^*^ perentile of the length of intervals over a sequence of a predetermined number of intervals 
between depolarizations", in combination with the other elements of the claims. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



The application having been allowed, formal drawings of figures 8 (a-c) are required in 
response to this Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The correction to the 
drawing will not be held in abeyance. 



Any inquiry concerning this or earlier communications fi:"om the Examiner should be 
directed to Fran Oropeza whose telephone number is (571) 272-4953. The Examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Angela D. Sykes can be reached on (571) 272-4955. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communication and for After Final communications. . < 



Drawings 



3. 



The proposed drawings of figures 6, 7 and 8(a-c), filed on 9/2/04, have been accepted. 



Conclusion 



Frances P. Oropeza 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3762 





